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knowledge, the number of these beings who go on succeeding
one another in ever-increasing perfection. "We can only say
that we believe the creatures, which compose this ladder of
perfections in succession, must be very numerous.

At every stage of his promotion in the hierarchy of nature
the celestial being beholds the growth of those wings which
symbolize his marvellous power to us. Each time his organs
become more numerous, more flexible, have greater scope.
He acquires new and exquisite senses. He acquires more
and more power of extending his beneficent empire, of exer-
cising his faculty of loving his fellows and all nature, and,
above all, of comprehending and reading the designs of God.
Deeper and deeper affections engage his soul, for the tender-
ness and the happiness engendered in its pure satisfaction,
are granted to him to console him for the sufferings of death,
to which he is always condemned. It is thus that the hap-
piness of the elect is augmented. It is thus that the beings
who inhabit the boundless plains of the invisible world employ
each of their lives in preparing for the life which is to follow,
in securing by a wise exercise of their freedom, industrious
culture of their faculties, strict observance of morality, and
continuous beneficence, a more noble, more animated, and
happier destiny in the new spaces which await them, in the
development of their sublime destiny.*

Nevertheless, as everything comes to an end in this world,

* On this subject see the book of Dupont de Nemours, " Philo-
sophic de rjjnivers," quoted by M. Pezzani in Ms " PlaralUe des
existences de I'&me," pp. 216-218.